In the first period of tlie convulsion, that is to say, in the tonic state, tlie muscles are contracted; the thumb is placed in the palm of the hand, the fingers are clenched, and the arm (supposing it should be the right arm) describes a movement of rotation which amounts sometimes to dislocation.
The sterno-mastoid muscle of the same side being convulsed, it follows that the head is turned to the side opposite, i.e., to the left side. Some years ago, I was called in consultation for a child eight years of age, whom they declared to me to be affected with gastritis. The father related that, several times a week, and often even several times a day, the little patient was seized with a hiccup, which lasted about forty-five seconds, during which the child was of a livid pallor; and that there followed this hiccup a slight headache, and even laziness?all attributed to stomachic disorder. In the consultation, I said that the child was affected with the mal comitial. After being informed of the signification of these two words, the father came to me, and was almost uncivil. I notwithstanding begged him to pay scrupulous attention to his son's trouble, which I again declared to be a form of epilepsy. 
